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Using the Vocabu-Lit Program

Vocabu-Lit is a unique lit-based program
designed to help your students improve their
word power. In format and approach, it differs
in several ways from the usual vocabulary-
building materials.

First, Vocabu-Lit contains examples of how
the vocabulary words have been used by
various writers and speakers. The inclusion of
classic and high-interest literature not only will
interest students in good writing but also will
show them how vocabulary can become an ef-
fective writing tool.

Second, Vocabu-Lit does not ask students to
learn a large number of words at one sitting. In-
stead, students master just ten words at a time
and are provided several experiences with those
words. Each experience reinforces the previous
one, helping students to master meaning.

Third, Vocabu-Lit capitalizes on students’
natural approach to language acquisition by
having them study words in context. Learning
words through context aids students in two
ways. First, it leads them to define a word more
precisely. It also helps them develop an impor-
tant reading skill: the ability to discover and use
contextual clues to determine meaning.

Reading the Passage

Each lesson begins with a selection from a
book, essay, story, poem, or speech. Students
are encouraged to read straight through the
selection without paying particular attention to
the Master Words (the ten words in dark type).
Their understanding of the general meaning of
the passage should help them determine the
definitions of the Master Words. Students are
advised to read the passage again, this time
paying closer attention to the Master Words.

Self-testing for Understanding

The first exercise is a self-test designed to
help students identify the words which they
have not yet mastered. Often students will think
they know a Master Word only to find that the
contextual meaning of the word differs from
their own understanding of its meaning. Or
they may be unable to state the exact definition.
This exercise teaches students to examine a
word in context and define its meaning more
precisely.

Sometimes the word is actually defined by
the context. For example, ‘“He was a mendicant
because he had to beg.”” Other times, opposite
or contrasting terms reveal the word’s meaning:
““He was far from poor; in fact, he was affluent.”
Sometimes an unfamiliar word may be followed
by examples which explain it, as in ‘‘Mrs.
Murphy was a hospitable woman who warmly
welcomed her son’s friends.”” From the context,
which in this case consists of an example, the
students should have little difficulty figuring
out that hospitable means ‘“‘giving a friendly
welcome to guests.”” Selections may also in-
clude key words such as means, is, for exam-
ple, in other words, or and so forth. All of these
are clues which help the students determine a
word’s meaning.

Note: In some cases, the form of the Master
Word in the self-test is not the same as in the
passage. Generally, these changes were made
to provide students with a more commonly
used form of the word.

Writing Definitions

In the second exercise, students are asked to
write definitions of the Master Words. The first
part of the exercise asks that they define as
many of the ten words as they can without
using a dictionary. Students should use con-
textual clues and any previous experience with
the words to write their definitions.

The second part of the exercise asks that the
students consult a dictionary and copy an ap-
propriate definition for each word in the space
provided. A reproducible glossary is provided
in the back of this teacher’s edition should you
wish to substitute it for a dictionary.

Note: The part of speech of the words as they
will be used in the exercises is already indicated
in the exercise. This may be different from the
words’ function in the passage, but students
may still find contextual clues helpful.

Choosing Synonyms and Antonyms

In this exercise, students pick a synonym
and antonym for each Master Word. Before
students begin the lesson, you may wish to
review the meanings of synonym and
antonym.

Since students may not be familiar with all



the words in the list of synonyms and an-
tonyms, they may find it useful to keep dic-
tionaries handy.

Note: There are no appropriate antonyms for
some Master Words. In such cases, the an-
tonym blank has been marked with an X. Also,
a synonym or antonym may sometimes match
more than one Master Word in the exercise.
Both possible answers are indicated in the
teacher edition.

Completing Analogies

In the fourth exercise, students complete
word analogies using the Master Words. Again,
students will be working with synonyms and
antonyms (though different from those in the
third exercise).

Before attempting to complete this activity,
students should be shown how to read
analogies. Try introducing them to the concept
with the following example.

day :night :rich

Tell students that the symbol : means “‘is to”’
and :: means ‘“‘as.”” Thus, the analogy could be
read ‘‘Day is to mght asrichisto

Point out to students that the words day and
night are opposites, or antonyms. So they
should look for an antonym of rich in their list
of Master Words. The Master Word penniless
would be a correct response.

Fitting Words into Context

The next exercise includes ten sentences,
which students complete with the appropriate
Master Words. Each sentence supplies clues to
help students select the best answer. Thus,
while testing understanding of the new words,
this exercise also provides another contextual
setting for the Master Words.

it

Playing with the Words

In the final exercise, students use the Master
Words to solve a variety of puzzles. Traditional
games such as acrostics, crosswords, and word
spirals are offered. But there are also more novel
puzzles that challenge students to arrange
words by degree, play associations, complete
word fact tables, and invent definitions for port-
manteau (or merged) Master Words. They are
even invited to write stories using some of their
newly acquired vocabulary.

Reviewing Knowledge

There are three review lessons in every
Vocabu-Lit (Lessons 12, 24, and 36). Students
test their mastery of the vocabulary words from
the previous eleven lessons by completing
sentences and analogies.



LESSON 1 1

Read the following selection to get the general mean-
ing. Read it a second time, paying special attention
to the words in dark type. Notice how they are used

From The Lewis and Clark Expedition
by Meriwether Lewis

About five in the afternoon one of our
men . . . came running to the boats with loud
cries and every symptom of terror and
distress: for some time after we had taken him
on board he was so much out of breath as to be
unable to describe the cause of his anxiety, but
he at length told us that about a mile and a half
below he had shot a brown bear which im-
mediately turned and was in close pursuit of
him; but the bear being badly wounded could
not overtake him. Captain Lewis with seven
men immediately went in search of him, and
having found his track followed him by the
blood for a mile, and found him concealed in
some thick brushwood, and shot him with two
balls through the skull. Though somewhat
smaller than that killed a few days ago, he was

in sentences. These are Master Words. These are the
words you will be working with in this lesson.

a monstrous animal and a most terrible
enemy: our man had shot him through the
center of the lungs, yet he had pursued him
furiously for half a mile, then returned more
than twice that distance, and with his talons
had prepared himself a bed in the earth two feet
deep and five feet long, and was perfectly alive
when they found him, which was at least two
hours after he received the wound. The wonder-
ful power of life which these animals possess
renders them dreadful: their very track in the
mud or sand, which we have sometimes found
eleven inches long and seven and a quarter
wide, exclusive of the talons, is alarming; and
we had rather encounter two Indians than meet
a single brown bear.

EXE R CIS E 1 |1

SELF-TEST: After reading the above selection, do the
following. Look at the Master Words below. Underline
the words that you think you know. Circle the words

that you are less sure about. Draw a square around
the words you don’t recognize.

MASTER WORDS

alarming
anxiety
distress
exclusive

furious

monstrous
pursuit
somewhat
symptom

talon

41
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EXERCI S E 2 |

Read the selection on the preceding page again, this attempted a definition for each word, look up the word
time paying special attention to the ten Master Words. in a dictionary. In the (b) spaces, copy the appropriate
In the (a) spaces provided below, write down what you dictionary definition.

think is the meaning of the word. After you have

1. alarming (adj.)

a.

b. producing fear of a danger, often a danger suddenly recognized

2. anxiety (n.)

a.

b. uneasiness of mind regarding a future happening or an uncertainty

3. distress (n.)

a.

b. physical or mental suffering; agony or anguish

4. exclusive (adj.)

a.

b. limiting; omitting; not including

5. furious (adj.)

a.

b. full of passion; violent; frantic

6. monstrous (adj.)

a.

b. unusually large or hideous; gigantic

7. pursuit (n.)

a.

b. the act of following with the intent of overtaking or capturing

8. somewhat (adv.)

a.

b. to some degree or extent; fairly; more or less

9. symptom (n.)

a.

b a sign which serves as evidence of something else

10. talon (n.)

a.

b. a claw, especially on a bird of prey or other predatory animal

LESSON ELEVEN 42



EXE R C IS E 3 |1

Use the following list of synonyms and antonyms to
fill in the blanks. Some words have no antonyms. In

assuring
calm
chase

—

. symptom

. distress

. anxiety

. pursuit

. somewhat
. monstrous
. furious

. talon

© 0 N O O b~ W N

. exclusive

o
O

. alarming

claw flight
comfort frightening
fierce huge

such cases, the antonym blanks have been marked

with an X.

including
omitting

rather

Synonyms

(sign)

(suffering)

(worry)

(chase)

(rather)

(huge)

(fierce)

(claw)

(omitting)

(frightening)

security tiny

worry

suffering

Antonyms
X

(comfort)

(security)

(flight)

X

(tiny)

(calm)

X

(including)

(assuring)

EXER CIS E 4 1

Decide whether the first pair in the items below are
synonyms or antonyms. Then choose the Master Word

fu—y

. corps

. mediocre
. maneuver
drill

. sheer

. preceding
. execute

glum

© ©® N O G s W N

. squad

-
=

. morale

:divisions
first-rate
:operation
:exercise
:complete
:coming after
:postpone
;jjoyful

:group

:spirit

43

that shows a similar relation to the word(s) preceding

the blank.

;:enormous
::confidence
::mail
i:agony
:fairly
::calming
::general
::serene
;quest

swarning

(monstrous)

(anxiety)

(talon)

(distress)

(somewhat)

(alarming)

(exclusive)

(furious)

(pursuit)

(symptom)

LESSON ELEVEN



EXERCI S E 5 |1

The Master Words in this lesson are repeated below.
From the Master Words, choose the appropriate word

10.

alarming distress furious pursuit
anxiety exclusive monstrous somewhat

. The Declaration of Independence states that everyone is entitled
to “life, liberty, and the ...?... of happiness.”

. When the engines failed, the captain sent out an SOS to signal
the ship was in ...7... .

.So ...?7... was the storm that trees were uprooted and buildings
flattened.

. The author sold the ...?... rights to her novel to the publisher with
the highest bid.

. When the bus carrying their children was more than an hour late,
parents were filled with concern and ...7... .

.Large wings and powerful ...?...(s) enable the monkey-eating
eagle to carry medium-sized animals.

. Fever is nearly always (a, an) ...?... of disease within the body.

. Many people thought the leader’s speech was ...?... because he
seemed to threaten war.

. At best, TV commercials are ...?... annoying; at worst, they can
drive you crazy.

Reclassifying all the books in the library turned out to be a major,
in fact (a, an) ...?7..., task.

for the blank in each of the following sentences. Write
the word in the numbered space provided at the right.

symptom
talon

(pursuit)

(distress)

(furious)

(exclusive)

(anxiety) (distress)

(talon)

(symptom)

(alarming)

(somewhat)

(monstrous)

EXER C IS E

To

10

1
2
3
4.
5
6
7

complete the crossword, choose the Master Word each answer in the square having the same number
associated with each word or phrase below. Begin as the clue.

.one might be a runny nose

.it’s sharp and used to attack

IS

. worry or fretfulness

one-of-a-kind A

.an air-raid siren, for example

Zlojt|» |43
>
=

. the size of a Tyrannosaurus Rex

. Coyote chasing Roadrunner, for D| I

2lolm|[0w || |»

example

. what you might feel if lost or in a
difficult situation

. more than a little but less

H g |~ |m|d|EH | |X|H
Hl=w|d]|lwm|H|d |

than a lot FlUulrl|lIl|oO

. like a wild, fast-paced race

LESSON ELEVEN 44

wl|dlo|w|ra|le|z2]|o|E
=
H



Esson D3

Read the following selection to get the general mean-
ing. Read it a second time, paying special attention
to the words in dark type. Notice how they are used

From ‘‘The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”’
by Washington Irving

The dominant spirit. .. that haunts this
enchanted region, and seems to be
commander-in-chief of all the powers of the air,
is the apparition of a figure on horseback
without a head. It is said by some to be the
ghost of a Hessian trooper, whose head had
been carried away by a cannon-ball, in some
nameless battle during the revolutionary war;
and who is [now and then] seen by the country
folk, hurrying along in the gloom of night, as
if on the wings of the wind. His haunts are not
confined to the valley, but extend at times to
the adjacent roads, and especially to the

in sentences. These are Master Words. These are the
words you will be working with in this lesson.

vicinity of a church at no great distance. In-
deed, certain of the most authentic historians
of those parts, who have been careful in collect-
ing and collating the floating facts concerning
this specter, allege that the body of the
trooper, having been buried in the church-yard,
the ghost rides forth to the scene of battle in
nightly quest of his head; and that the rushing
speed with which he sometimes passes along
the Hollow, like a midnight blast, is owing to his
being [late], and in a hurry to get back to the
church-yard before daybreak.

EXERCI S E -1 |

SELF-TEST: After reading the above selection, do the
following. Look at the Master Words below. Underline
the words that you think you know. Circle the words

that you are less sure about. Draw a square around

the words you don’t recognize.

MASTER WORDS

adjacent
allege
authentic
collate

confine

dominant
enchanted
quest
specter

vicinity

125

LESSON THIRTY-THREE



EXER CIS E 2 15—

Read the selection on the preceding page again, this attempted a definition for each word, look up the word
time paying special attention to the ten Master Words. in a dictionary. In the (b) spaces, copy the appropriate
In the (a) spaces provided below, write down what you dictionary definition.

think is the meaning of the word. After you have

1.

10.

adjacent (adj.)

a.
b. close; nearby; adjoining, perhaps

allege (v.)

a.

b. to state positively but without proof; to claim or assert

authentic (adj.)

a.

b. reliable; worthy of trust or belief

collate (v.)

a.

b. to compare, noting points of agreement or disagreement

confine (v.)

a.

b. to keep within limits; to restrain or restrict

dominant (adj.)

a.

b. ruling; most important or influential; prevailing

enchanted (adj.)

a.
b. under a magic spell; charmed; bewitched

quest (n.)

a.

b. a search, often adventurous, for a particular thing

specter (n.)

a.

b. a visible spirit without a body; a ghost; apparition

vicinity (n.)

a.

b. nearby region; neighborhood; surroundings

LESSON THIRTY-THREE 126



EXERCISE 3 1N

Use the following list of synonyms and antonyms to
fill in the blanks. Some words have no antonyms. In

© 00 N O O b W N o~

-
=

apparition
assert
bewitched
compare

. dominant
. enchanted
. confine

. adjacent

. vicinity

. authentic
. collate

. specter

. allege

. quest

such cases, the antonym blanks have been marked
with an X.

deny nearby questionable search
distance neighborhood remote secondary
free principal restrict trustworthy
Synonyms Antonyms
(principal) (secondary)
(bewitched) X
(restrict) (free)
(nearby) (remote)
(neighborhood) (distance)
(trustworthy) (questionable)
(compare) X
(apparition) X
(assert) (deny)
(search) X

EXERCISE 4 |

Decide whether the first pair in the items below are
synonyms or antonyms. Then choose the Master Word

© 00 N O O s W N -

o
o

. symbol

. magnetic
. commit

. absorb

. orator

. facility

. restrain

. determine
. capacity

. exhibition

:insignia
:repulsive
:surrender
:00ze out
:speaker
:trouble
:turn loose
:waver
:power

:presentation

that shows a similar relation to the word(s) preceding

the blank.
::charmed (enchanted)
::lesser (dominant)
::exploration (quest)
::release (confine)
::match (collate)
::disagree (allege)
::doubtful (authentic)
::distant (adjacent)
::ghost (specter)
::region (vicinity)
127 LESSON THIRTY-THREE



EXERCISE 5 |

The Master Words in this lesson are repeated below.
From the Master Words, choose the appropriate word

adjacent authentic confine enchanted

allege collate dominant quest

. The weather bureau warned that it had received several ...?...
reports of funnel clouds in the area.

.In ...?... of gold, Coronado explored the region that is now the
southwestern United States.

. The Allen family grew nearly all of their vegetables in a garden
...7... to their house.

. City law requires that all dogs be ...?7...(d, ed).

5. The customer ...?7...(d, ed) that his raincoat had been stolen in

10.

the restaurant.

. Rick ...?... (d, ed) information from eight different sources to make
certain that most experts agreed on the cause of the disaster.

. Todd lived in the ...?... of the post office, so it was no trouble for
him to mail the package.

. About 100 million years ago, dinosaurs were the ...?7... creatures
on the earth.

. During his first night in the haunted house, Chuck heard an eerie
wail and saw (a, an) ...7... .

Elves and witches worked their magic spells in the ...?... forest.

9.
10.

for the blank in each of the following sentences. Write
the word in the numbered space provided at the right.

specter
vicinity

(authentic)

(quest)

(adjacent)

(confine)

(allege)

(collate)

(vicinity)

(dominant)

(specter)

(enchanted)

EXERCISE 6 i

To

fill

complete the word spiral, choose the Master Word word may overlap the previous word by one or more
associated with each phrase below. Start with 1 and letters.

in each answer clockwise. Be careful! Each new

. make a charge without proof
T.
. Aladdin’s lamp, for example Al L|L G| E | N |C|H
5,
. a dictator is usually this way Al DI J cliE|IN|TI|A
8. 6.
. general area vle ¢ nlnlalalxy
. an adjoining room is this
TN |]P C T T U T
. the way a history book should be 0.
. what one does to a prisoner ! I S R EJEITI]E
9. 3
. what you might do to analyze statistics N}jF T E|/U|QlH]D
7.
. knight’s journey IIN| O I TINI|EILlO
4,
.the Headless Horseman, for example cl1 'y Nlalwl1!|lu
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