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Suggested Pacing Guide for Connections
Content Time  

needed
Introduction to Course

Close Reading and Annotating Texts, pp. xii–xviii SB/TWE: Rl.8.1, 8.2; RL.8.1, 8.2 2 days

Unit 1

Introduction to Unit 1, p. 7 SB/TWE: SL.8.1, L.8.4 1 day

C
ha

p
te

r 1

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 8–20
(Making Inferences)

SB/TWE: RL.8.1; L.8.4, L.8.6; W.8.1, W.8.9 2–3 days

Second Read, pp. 20–22
(Analyzing Symbolism and Structure)

SB/TWE: RL.8.2 1 day

Third Read, pp. 22–24
(Analyzing How Structure Contributes to Meaning)

SB/TWE: RL.8.5, W.8.1, W.8.9; SL.8.1, SL.8.3 1½–2 days

Language: Verbals, pp. 24–26 SB/TWE: L.8.1a; W.8.4

Project-Based Assessment:
Traditional Food Brochure p. 26
Free Verse Poetry, p. 27
On Your Own, p. 28

SB/TWE: W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.6, W.8.8, W.8.9; L.8.1, 
L.8.2, L.8.5

*2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 29–31 SB/TWE: RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.6; L.8.5 ½ day

Total: 7½ days

C
ha

p
te

r 2

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 32–39
(Analyzing Theme)

SB/TWE: L.8.4, L.8.6, RL.8.2 2 days

Second Read, pp. 39–41 (Analyzing How Structure Reveals
Character)

SB/TWE: RL.8.3, RL.8.5 1 day

Third Read, pp. 42–46 (Comparing the Themes, Styles, 
and Structures of Multiple Texts)

SB/TWE: RL.8.5, W.8.9 1–2 days

Language: Verbs and Moods, pp. 46–47 SB/TWE: L.8.1c

Project-Based Assessments: 
The Great-Grandmother’s Story, p. 48
Digital Presentation, pp. 48–49
On Your Own, p. 49

SB/TWE: W.8.2, W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.7, W.8.8, 
W.8.9; SL.8.5

*2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 50–52 SB/TWE: RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.5; L.8.5 1 day

Total: 6 days

C
ha

p
te

r 3

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 53–62
(Analyzing Allusions)

SB/TWE: RL.8.4; L.8.4, L.8.6 2 days

Second Read, pp. 63–64 (Analyzing Authors’ Points of 
View)

SB/TWE: RL.8.6; W.8.2; SL.8.1 1 day

Third Read, pp. 65–68 (Understanding Authors’ Purpose) SB/TWE: RL.8.2, RL.8.3; W.8.2 1–2 days

Language: Italics pp. 68–69 SB/TWE: L.8.2

Project-Based Assessments: 
Public Service Announcement, pp. 69–70
Cultural Diversity Essay, pp. 70–71
On Your Own, p. 72

SB/TWE: W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.7, W.8.8; SL.8.4 *2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 72–73 SB/TWE: RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.6 1 day

Total: 6 days

Guide to Abbreviations: �SB = student book; TWE = teacher wraparound edition
*NOTE: Extension activities, Project-Based Assessment, and On Your Own are not included in total of class time. 
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Suggested Pacing Guide for Connections
Content Time  

needed
C

ha
p

te
r 4

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 74–83
(Determining the Central Idea)

SB/TWE: RI.8.2; L.8.4, L.8.6; W.8.2, W.8.4 2–3 days

Second Read, pp. 83–85 (Analyzing Text Organizational 
Structures)

SB/TWE: RI.8.5; SL.8.1; W.8.2, W.8.9 1 day

Third Read, pp. 86–87 (Analyzing Points of View) SB/TWE: RI.8.6; SL.8.1; W.6.2 1½–2 days

Language: Verb Tenses, pp. 87–88 SB/TWE: L.8.1

Project-Based Assessments:
Speech, p. 89
A Perfect Union: Context and Impact Research Paper,  

p. 90
On Your Own, p. 91

SB/TWE: RI.8.7; SL.8.2, SL.8.4, SL.8.6; W.8.2, 
W.8.4, W.8.7 

*2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 92–94 SB/TWE: RI.8.1, RI.8.7; SL.8.2; W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.7 1 day

Total: 7 days

C
ha

p
te

r 5

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 95–101
(Defining Terms)

SB/TWE: RI.8.4; L.8.4, L.8.6; SL.8.1 2–3 days

Second Read, pp. 102–103 (Evaluating an Argument) SB/TWE: RI.8.8; SL.8.1 1 day

Third Read, pp. 104–108 (Analyzing Conflicting 
Information)

SB/TWE: RI.8.9; W.8.2 2 days

Language: Punctuation When Quoting Sources,  
p. 108–109

SB/TWE: L.8.2a

Project-Based Assessments:
Letter to the Editor, p. 109
Brochure, p. 110
On Your Own, p. 111

SB/TWE: W.8.1, W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.6 *2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 112–115 SB/TWE: RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.5, RI.8.6, RI.8.8, RI.8.9 1 day

Total: 6 days

W
rit

in
g

 a
n 

A
rg

um
e

nt
a

tiv
e

 E
ss

a
y Prepare to Write, p. 116

Brainstorm, pp. 117–118
Generate Ideas, p. 119

SB/TWE: W.8.1, W.8.1a, W.8.1b, W.8.5 2 days

Gather and Evaluate Sources, pp. 120–121
Write a Working Outline, p. 122
Organize Ideas, p. 123
First Draft, p. 123

SB/TWE: W.8.1a, W.8.1b, W.8.4, W.8.8 5–6 days

Revision, pp. 124–125
Final Essay, p. 126

SB/TWE: W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.6; SL.8.1; L.8.1, 
L.8.2

2–3 days

Total: 11 days

A
ss

e
ss

m
e

nt

Practice Performance Task, pp. 127–132 SB/TWE: RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.8; W.8.2, 
W.8.4, W.8.9

2 days

Unit 1 Summative Assessment, TWE pp. 485–493 TWE only: RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.5; 
RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.5, RI.8.6; L.8.4; W.8.1, 
W.8.2

2 days

Total: 4 days

Unit 1 Total 49½ days

Guide to Abbreviations: �SB = student book; TWE = teacher wraparound edition
*NOTE: Extension activities, Project-Based Assessment, and On Your Own are not included in total of class time. 
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Content Time  

needed
Unit 2

Introduction to Unit 2, p. 133 TWE only: SL.8.1; W.8.10 1 day

C
ha

p
te

r 6

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 134–142
(Analyzing Categories)

SB/TWE: RI.8.3, RI.8.6; L.8.4, L.8.5; SL.8.1a; 
W.8.2a,W.8.2b, W.8.2c, W8.2d, W.8.9b

2 days

Second Read, pp. 142–144 (Analyzing Point of View) SB/TWE: RI.8.4; SL.8.1a; W.8.2a, W.8.2b, W.8.2c, 
W.8.2d, W.8.9b

1 day

Third Read, pp. 144–145 (Analyzing How an Author 
Responds to Other Viewpoints)

SB/TWE: RI.8.6; SL.8.1a, SL.8.1b, SL.8.1c, SL.8.1d 1 day

Language: Roots, Prefixes, Suffixes, p. 147 SB/TWE: L.8.4b

Project-Based Assessments:
Personal Essay, pp. 147–148
Digital Presentation, pp. 148–149
On Your Own, p. 149

SB/TWE: W.8.2a, W.8.2b, W.8.2c, W.8.2d, W.8.4, 
W.8.6, W.8.8; SL.8.4, SL.8.5, SL.8.6

*2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, p. 150–152 SB/TWE: L.8.4b; RI.8.1, RI.8.4, RI.8.6 ½ day

Total: 5½ days

C
ha

p
te

r 7

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 153–160
(Determining the Meaning of Words and Phrases)

SB/TWE: L.8.4, L.8.5, L.8.6; RL.8.1, RL.8.4; 
SL.8.1a-d; W.8.2a, W.8.2b, W.8.9a

3 days

Language: Using a Dictionary to Confirm Word Meanings,  
p. 161

SB/TWE: L.8.4c

Second Read, pp. 162–165 (Supporting an Analysis with 
Evidence)

SB/TWE: RL.8.1; SL.8.1a; W.8.2a, W.8.2b, W.8.2c, 
W.8.2d, W.8.2e, W.8.2f

1 day

Third Read, pp. 165–168 (Summarizing Fiction) SB/TWE: RL.8.2; SL.8.1a; W.8.2e 1–2 days

Project-Based Assessments:
Formal Letter, p. 168
Pastiche, p. 169
On Your Own, p. 170

SB/TWE: W.8.2a, W.8.2b, W.8.2c, W.8.2d, W.8.2e, 
W.8.2f, W.8.3b, W.8.3d, W.8.6

*2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 171–172 SB/TWE: L.8.4c; RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.4 ½ day

Total: 6½ days

C
ha

p
te

r 8

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 173–181
(Supporting an Analysis with Evidence)

SB/TWE: L.8.4; RI.8.1, RI.8.4, RI.8.6; SL.8.1a; 
W.8.2a, W.8.2b, W.8.2c, W.8.2d, W.8.2e, W.8.2f 

TWE only: L.8.4, L.8.5, L.8.6

1–2 days

Second Read, pp. 181–184 (Analyzing the Structure of a 
Paragraph)

SB/TWE: RI.8.5; SL.8.1a 1–2 days

Third Read, pp. 185–190 (Evaluating Media Portrayals of a 
Topic)

SB/TWE: RI.8.7; SL.8.1a, SL.8.1c; W.8.2a, W.8.2b, 
W.8.2c, W.8.2d, W.8.2e, W.8.2f

2–3 days

Language: Understanding Denotation and Connotation, 
pp. 190–191

SB/TWE: L.8.5c; SL.8.1a

Project-Based Assessments:
Problem-Solution Essay, pp. 190–193
Draw a Diagram, p. 193
On Your Own, p. 194

SB/TWE: W.8.1a, W.8.1b, W.8.1c, W.8.8 *2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 195–197 SB/TWE: RI.8.1, RI.8.4, RI.8.5, RI.8.7 ½ day

Total: 7½ days

Guide to Abbreviations: �SB = student book; TWE = teacher wraparound edition
*NOTE: Extension activities, Project-Based Assessment, and On Your Own are not included in total of class time. 
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C

ha
p

te
r 9

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 198–207
(Analyzing an Incident in a Novel)

SB/TWE: L.8.4; RL.8.3, RL.8.4; SL.8.1a, SL.8.1b,
SL.8.1c, SL.8.1d; W.8.2a–e 
TWE only: L.8.4, L.8.5, L.8.6; RL.8.4

2–3 days

Second Read, pp. 207–210
(Interpreting an Allusion to Another Text)

SB/TWE: RL.8.4; SL.8.1a; W.8.2 1 day

Third Read, pp. 210–213 (Comparing a Text Version to a 
Filmed Version)

SB/TWE: RL.8.7; SL.8.1; W.8.2a, W.8.2b, W.8.2c, 
W.8.2d, W.8.2e, W.8.2f, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.9a

2–3 days

Language: Spelling Words Ending in –ance and –ence, 
pp. 213–215

SB/TWE: L.8.2c

Project-Based Assessments:
Change the Point of View, p. 215
Character Analysis, p. 215
On Your Own, p. 216

SB/TWE: W.8.2a, W.8.2b, W.8.2c, W.8.3a, W.8.3b, 
W.8.3c, W.8.3d, W.8.3e, W.8.9a

*2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 217–218 SB/TWE: L.8.2c; RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.7 ½ day

Total: 7½ days

C
ha

p
te

r 1
0

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 219–225
(Analyzing the Development of a Central Idea)

SB/TWE: L.8.4; RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4; SL.8.1a; 
W.8.1a–d

TWE only: L.8.4, L.8.5, L.8.6; RI.8.4

2 days

Second Read, pp. 225–232
(Evaluating an Argument)

SB/TWE: RI.8.8; SL.8.1a, SL.8.1b, SL.8.1c, SL.8.1d; 
W.8.1a, W.8.1b, W.8.1c, W.8.1d

TWE only: L.8.4, L.8.5; RI.8.4

2 days

Third Read, pp. 232–234 (Analyzing Conflicting 
Interpretations)

SB/TWE: RI.8.9; SL.8.1a, SL.8.1b, SL.8.1c, SL.8.1d; 
W.8.1a, W.8.1b, W.8.1c, W.8.1d, W.8.1e

2 days

Language: Sentence Voice and Mood,  
pp. 234–236

SB/TWE: L.8.3

Project-Based Assessments:
Roundtable Discussion p. 236
Brochure, p. 237
On Your Own, p. 239

SB/TWE: SL.8.1a, SL.8.1b, SL.8.1c, SL.8.1d, SL.8.2, 
SL.8.3; W.8.6

*2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 240–241 SB/TWE: L.8.3; RI.8.1, RI.8.8, RI.8.9 ½ day

Total: 6½ days

W
rit

in
g

 a
 C

o
m

p
a

ra
tiv

e
 

Es
sa

y

Prepare to Write, p. 242
Brainstorm, p. 243
Find Sources, pp. 244–247
Gather Information, pp. 247–249

SB/TWE: W.8.5, W.8.8 4 days

Generate Ideas, pp. 249–252
Organize Ideas, pp. 252–253
First Draft, p. 253

SB/TWE: W.8.2a, W.8.4, W.8.5 2–4 days

Revision, p. 253
Use Transitions, p. 254
Second Peer Review, p. 254
Final Peer Review, p. 255
Final Essay, p. 256 

SB/TWE: SL.8.1, SL.8.6; W.8.2c, W.8.4, W.8.5, 
W.8.6; L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.6 

3 days

Total: 11 days
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needed

A
ss

e
ss

m
e

nt

Practice Performance Task, pp. 257–264 SB/TWE: RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.9, RI.8.10; 
RL.8.2, RL.8.5; W.8.1a, W.8.1b, W.8.1c, W.8.1d, 
W.8.1e, W.8.4, W.8.8, W.8.9a, W.8.9b 

2 days

Unit 2 Summative Assessment, TWE pp. 494–501 TWE only: RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.5, RL.8.6; RI.8.1, 
RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.4, RI.8.5; L.8.4; W.8.2

2 days

Total: 4 days

Unit 2 Total 48½ days

Unit 3

Introduction to Unit 3, p. 265 TWE only: SL.1 1 day

C
ha

p
te

r 1
1

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 266–278 
(Examining How Dialogue Propels Plot)

SB/TWE: L.8.4, L.8.6; RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4; W.8.2
TWE only: L.8.4; RL.8.4

2–3 days

Second Read, pp. 279–280 (Recognizing Dramatic Irony) SB/TWE: RL.8.6 1 day

Third Read, pp. 281–283 (Understanding the Purpose of a 
Story Within a Story)

SB/TWE: RL.8.9; SL.8.1 2 days

Language: Punctuation with Dialogue, p. 283 SB/TWE: L.8.2

Project-Based Assessments:
Retell a Folktale p. 284
Write a Frame Narrative, pp. 284–285
On Your Own, p. 285 

SB/TWE: SL.8.6; W.8.3a, W.8.3b *2–3 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 286–288 SB/TWE: RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.6 1 day

Total: 8 days

C
ha

p
te

r 1
2

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 289–294 
(How Dialogue Reveals Character)

SB/TWE: L.8.4, L.8.6; RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4; SL.8.6
TWE only: L.8.4; RL.8.4

2 days

Second Read, pp. 294–295 (Recognizing the Effects of 
Figurative Language)

SB/TWE: RL.8.4; L.8.5; W.8.2; SL.8.1 1 day

Third Read, pp. 295–297 (Identifying the Role of Minor 
Characters)

SB/TWE: RL.8.3; SL.8.1 1 day

Language: Nonstandard Verbs, p. 297 SB/TWE: L.8.3a

Project-Based Assessments: 
Tell a Story, p. 298 
Interview an Elder, pp. 299–300 
On Your Own, p. 300

SB/TWE: SL.8.1, SL.8.6; W.8.3, W.8.7 *2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 301–302 SB/TWE: RL.8.1, RL.8.3 ½ day

Total: 4½ days

Guide to Abbreviations: �SB = student book; TWE = teacher wraparound edition
*NOTE: Extension activities, Project-Based Assessment, and On Your Own are not included in total of class time. 
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C

ha
p

te
r 1

3

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 303–311
(Summarizing Narrative Poetry)

SB/TWE: L.8.4, L.8.6; RL.8.2, RL.8.4; W.8.2
TWE only: L.8.4; RL.8.4

2 days

Second Read, pp. 312–313 (Comparing and Contrasting 
Narrative Poetry and Prose) 

SB/TWE: RL.8.4, RL.8.5 1 day

Third Read, pp. 313–315 (Placing a Story into Cultural 
Context)

SB/TWE: L.8.5; RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.10; SL.8.1d 1–2 days

Language: Verbals, p. 316 SB/TWE: L.8.1a

Project-Based Assessment:
Stage a Debate, pp. 317–318 
Narrative Poem, p. 318
On Your Own, p. 319

SB/TWE: SL.8.1, SL.8.3, SL.8.4; W.8.3 *2–4 days

Connect to Testing, pp. 320–321 SB/TWE: RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.4, RL.8.5 ½ day

Total: 5½ days

C
ha

p
te

r 1
4

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 322–329 
(Analyzing the Development of the Central Idea)

SB/TWE: L.8.4, L.8.6; RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4; W.8.2
TWE only: L.8.4; RI.8.4

2 days

Second Read, p. 329 (Recognizing Connections Among 
Events and People)

SB/TWE: RI.8.3 1 day

Third Read, p. 330 (Determining the Author’s Point of 
View)

SB/TWE: RI.8.6; SL.8.1 1 day

Language: Using Em Dashes, p. 330 SB/TWE: L.8.2a

Project-Based Assessment:
Brochure, p. 331
Group Discussion, p. 332
On Your Own, p. 332

SB/TWE: W.8.2d; SL.8.1 *2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 333–334 SB/TWE: RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.6 ½ day

Total: 4½ days

C
ha

p
te

r 1
5

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 335–340 
(Making Inferences)

SB/TWE: L.8.4, L.8.6; RL.8.1, RL.8.4
TWE only: L.8.4; RL.8.4

2 days

Second Read, pp. 341–342 (Identifying Events that Reveal 
Character)

SB/TWE: RL.8.3; W.8.2 1 day

Third Read, pp. 342–343 (Recognizing How Irony Creates 
Humor)

SB/TWE: RL.8.6; SL.8.1 1 day

Language: Verbal Irony, p. 344 SB/TWE: L.8.5

Project-Based Assessment:
Humorous Video, pp. 344–345
Column, p. 345
On Your Own, p. 346

SB/TWE: SL.8.5; W.8.3 *2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 347–348 SB/TWE: RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4 ½ day

Total: 4½ day

Guide to Abbreviations: �SB = student book; TWE = teacher wraparound edition
*NOTE: Extension activities, Project-Based Assessment, and On Your Own are not included in total of class time. 
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needed

W
rit

in
g

 a
 P

e
rs

o
na

l 
N

a
rra

tiv
e

Prepare to Write, p. 349 
Brainstorm, p. 349
Generate Ideas, pp. 350–351 

SB/TWE: W.8.5
TWE only: L.8.4, L.8.6

3 days

Organize Ideas, pp. 351–352 
First Draft, p. 353

SB/TWE: W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.5 2–3 days

Revision, pp. 353–355
Proofread, p. 356
Final Essay, p. 356 

SB/TWE: SL.8.1, SL.8.6; L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3 2 days

Total: 8 days

A
ss

e
ss

m
e

nt Practice Performance Task, pp. 357–364 SB/TWE: RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4; W.8.4, W.8.9 2 days

Unit 3 Summative Assessment, TWE pp. 502–510 TWE only: RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4; RI.8.1, 
RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.6, RI.8.9; L.8.4; W.8.2, W.8.4, 
W.8.9

2 days

Total: 4 days

Unit 3 Total 39 days

Unit 4

Introduction to Unit 4, p. 365 TWE only: SL.8.1 1 day

C
ha

p
te

r 1
6

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 366–373 
(Analyzing Character Interaction)

SB/TWE: L.8.4, L.8.6; RL.8.3; W.8.9
TWE only: L.8.4, L.8.6

2–3 days

Second Read, pp. 374–375 (Determining Theme) SB/TWE: RL.8.2; SL.8.1a, SL.8.1d 1–2 days

Third Read, pp. 375–376 (Comparing Themes) SB/TWE: RL.8.5 2 days

Language: Asyndeton, pp. 377–378 SB/TWE: L.8.5; SL.8.1

Project-Based Assessments:
Fictional Journal Entry, p. 378
Poem, pp. 378–379
On Your Own, p. 379  

SB/TWE: W.8.3, W.8.4 *2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 380–382 SB/TWE: RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3; L.8.4 1 day

Total: 9 days

C
ha

p
te

r 1
7

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 383–391 
(Analyzing Key Elements)

SB/TWE: L.8.4, L.8.6; RI.8.2; SL.8.1b, SL.8.1d 
TWE only: L.8.4, L.8.6

2–3 days

Second Read, pp. 391–393 (Analyzing Structure) SB/TWE: RI.8.5 1–2 days

Third Read, pp. 394–397 (Determining Author’s Purpose) SB/TWE: RI.8.6; RL.8.2; W.8.2b 2 days

Language: Using Ellipses, p. 397 SB/TWE: L.8.2b

Project-Based Assessments:
Personal Advice Essay, p. 398
Digital Presentation, p. 399
On Your Own, p. 399  

SB/TWE: W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.7; SL.8.4, SL.8.5 *2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 400–401 SB/TWE: RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.5, RI.8.6; RL.8.2 1 day

Total: 8 days

Guide to Abbreviations: �SB = student book; TWE = teacher wraparound edition
*NOTE: Extension activities, Project-Based Assessment, and On Your Own are not included in total of class time. 
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Content Time  

needed
C

ha
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te
r 1

8

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 402–409 
(Analyzing Central Ideas)

SB/TWE: L.8.4, L.8.6; RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.6; W.8.2
TWE only: L.8.4, L.8.6

2 days

Second Read, pp. 409–411 (Analyzing the Impact of Word 
Choice on Tone)

SB/TWE: RI.8.4; SL.8.1 1 day

Third Read, pp. 412–415 (Comparing Points of View in 
Primary Sources)

SB/TWE: RI.8.6; W.8.2, W.8.5; SL.8.1 2–3 days

Language: Active and Passive Voice, pp. 415–417 SB/TWE: L.8.1b

Project-Based Assessment:
Literary Analysis, pp. 417–418
Primary Source, pp. 418–419
On Your Own, p. 419

SB/TWE: W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.7 *2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 420–421 SB/TWE: RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.6; L.8.4 ½ day

Total: 6½ days

C
ha

p
te

r 1
9

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 422–429 
(Making Inferences)

SB/TWE: L.8.4, L.8.6; RI.8.1; W.8.2b
TWE only: L.8.4; RI.8.4

2 days

Second Read, pp. 429–431 (Analyzing Structure) SB/TWE: RI.8.5; SL.8.1a, SL.8.1b 1 day

Third Read, pp. 431–433 (Evaluating Claims and Evidence) SB/TWE: RI.8.8; SL.8.1d, SL.8.3 1½–2 days

Language: Participles, pp. 433–434 SB/TWE: L.8.1a

Project-Based Assessments:
Roundtable Discussion, pp. 434–436 
Argumentative Essay, pp. 436–437
On Your Own, p. 437 

SB/TWE: SL.8.1a, SL.8.1b, SL.8.1c, SL.8.1d, SL.8.2, 
SL.8.3, SL.8.4, SL.8.6; W.8.1

*2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 438–439 SB/TWE: L.8.4; RI.8.1, RI.8.4, RI.8.5, RI.8.8 ½ day

Total: 5½ days

C
ha

p
te

r 2
0

Chapter Opener and First Read, pp. 440–450 
(Determining Central Idea and Supporting Details) 

SB/TWE: L.8.4, L.8.6; RI.8.2; W.8.2b, W.8.2c, 
W.8.4,

W.8.9b
TWE only: L.8.4, L.8.6

2–3 days

Second Read, pp. 450–451 (Analyzing the Development of 
Ideas)

SB/TWE: RI.8.2; SL.8.1a, SL.8.1b 1 day

Third Read, pp. 451–455 (Evaluating Reasoning and
Evidence)

SB/TWE: RI.8.8; W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.9b 1–2 days

Language: Hyphens Versus Em Dashes, pp. 454–455 SB/TWE: L.8.2a 

Project-Based Assessments:
Argument Analysis, p. 456
Lincoln-Douglas Debate, pp. 457–459
On Your Own, p. 459

SB/TWE: W.8.1, W.8.7, W.8.8, W.8.9b; SL.8.1 *2–4 days per project

Connect to Testing, pp. 460–461 SB/TWE: RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.8 ½ day

Total: 6½ days

Guide to Abbreviations: �SB = student book; TWE = teacher wraparound edition
*NOTE: Extension activities, Project-Based Assessment, and On Your Own are not included in total of class time. 
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Content Time  

needed

W
rit

in
g

 a
 R

e
se

a
rc

h 
Pa

p
e

r

Prepare to Write, p. 462
Brainstorm, p. 462
Research Ideas, p. 464
Evaluate Sources, p. 464

SB/TWE: W.8.2, W.8.5, W.8.7, W.8.8 3 days

Conduct Research, pp. 464–465
Organize Ideas, pp. 466–467
First Draft, p. 467 

SB/TWE: W.8.2a, W.8.2b, W.8.4, W.8.7, W.8.8 5 days

Revision, p. 468 
Final Essay, p. 470

SB/TWE: L.8.1, L.8.2 L.8.3; W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, 
W.8.6; SL.8.1 

3 days

Total: 11 days

A
ss

e
ss

m
e

nt

Practice Performance Task, pp. 471–475 SB/TWE: RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.8; W.8.1, W.8.4, 
W.8.8,
W.8.9

2 days

Unit 4 Summative Assessment, TWE pp. 511–521 TWE only: RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.5; RI.8.1, 
RI.8.2, RI.8.5, RI.8.6, RI.8.9; L.8.4; W.8.2, W.8.4, 
W.8.9

2 days

End-of-Course Summative Assessment, TWE pp. 522–536 TWE only: RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.6; RI.8.1, 
RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.4, RI.8.5, RI.8.6, RI.8.8, RI.8.9; 
L.8.4; W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.9

2 days

Total: 6 days

Unit 4 Total 52½ days

Guide to Abbreviations: �SB = student book; TWE = teacher wraparound edition
*NOTE: Extension activities, Project-Based Assessment, and On Your Own are not included in total of class time. 
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