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Connections: English Language Arts is a comprehensive, integrated 
curriculum written to help students connect with complex texts. Guided 
close reading instruction with a related skills focus teaches students to 
achieve a deeper understanding of complex texts. Students read with a 
purpose as they recognize key ideas and details, use textual evidence 
to analyze text, and integrate ideas within and across high-quality texts. 

Key features include:

• Close reading—three guided reads of each text

• Carefully chosen text selections—texts represent a variety of 
genres and refl ect a grade-appropriate balance of literature and 
informational text, including historical documents and speeches

• ELA integration—language, writing, and listening and speaking 
activities enhance and support the reading skills focus

• Comprehensive reading standards coverage—guided close 
reading exercises emphasize using evidence, making inferences, 
and analyzing rhetoric and arguments

• Multiple forms of assessment—Connect to Testing questions, project-
based assessments, and practice performance tasks

An Essential Question forms the theme for each unit. 

Unit 1: How do you know right from wrong?

Unit 2: Can you trust what you hear, see, and read?

Unit 3:  How is technology shaping society?

Unit 4: What does history tell us about ourselves?
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Step-by-Step Standards-Based Lesson Structure 
Each of the text-based lessons in a chapter focuses on a key standard. 
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Power of the Pedagogy 

Chapter Focus—Literary Element

Preview Concepts

Reading Passage/Text

Close Reading

Activities to engage students, 
develop context, and introduce 

academic vocabulary. 

Unpacking the standards 
and scaffolded instruction—

develop proficiency and skilled 
readers—Students focus on a 
key skill standard as they read 

and respond to the text. 

• Complex texts
• Range of genres
• Grade-level appropriate Lexile levels 

• Project-based Assessments
• On Your Own: Integrating Ideas
• Connect to Testing

Explore the writer's use 
of language in the selection.
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